
CDHS Social Studies
Course Selection Guide

- Click on the Grade You Are Entering -

If you are a transfer student from another school, please speak first 

with a guidance counselor to learn how your completed coursework 

might change your options.

9th (Ninth) 10th (Tenth)

11th (Eleventh) 12th (Twelfth)



Freshmen Course Requirements

u Freshmen have a choice between two courses.  The “AP” designation stands 
for “Advanced Placement” and represents college-level coursework.  Students 
who successfully complete an AP course may, for a fee, take an exam at the 
end of the course that may qualify them for college credit.

US History II AP US History

Home



Sophomore Course Requirements
u Sophomores must take either of these courses. The “AP” designation stands 

for “Advanced Placement” and represents college-level coursework.  Students 

who successfully complete an AP course may, for a fee, take an exam at the 

end of the course that may qualify them for college credit.

u If you have room in your schedule, you might also consider taking one of our 

electives!

American 

Government 

and 

Citizenship

AP US 

Government 

and Politics

Electives

Home



Junior Course Requirements
u Juniors must take one of these three courses. The “AP” designation stands for 

“Advanced Placement” and represents college-level coursework.  Students 
who successfully complete an AP course may, for a fee, take an exam at the 
end of the course that may qualify them for college credit. 

Home

World 
Cultures AP World 

History AP Human 
Geography



Senior Course Requirements

u Seniors who have successfully completed three social studies credits (including one          
from each of the following categories) are not required to take any additional courses.  
Speak to a guidance counselor if you have yet to complete your required credits.  

u First Credit Requirement: US History II OR AP United States History

u Second Credit Requirement: American Government and Citizenship OR AP US Government and 
Politics

u Third Credit Requirement: World Cultures OR AP World History OR AP Human Geography

Click here to learn more about our electives!

Home

Electives



Electives
u Should you have an opening in your schedule, consider taking one of our 

electives!  While four of the courses highlighted below are offered as core 
classes in ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, students who haven’t previously 
taken them may do so if they are interested in taking the AP Exam.
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53000 - US History II

u Continuing the curriculum you began in eighth grade, this course covers 
American history from approximately 1890 to the present.

u This course includes the general study of the growth of our nation along with 
Pennsylvania and minority histories.  Key aspects of economic, military, 
political, geographic, and social developments will be studied.  

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.0



53086 - AP History of the United States

u This course involves an in-depth study of U.S. History spanning from the mid-
seventeenth century to the present.  It emphasizes key events and acquaints 
the student with various interpretations of the forces molding American 
history.  There is also an emphasis on source readings, research, and essay 
exams.

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that 
is offered each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in 
college credit or advanced placement.

u This course may be substituted for the ninth grade course requirement or 
taken as an additional elective.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



53103 - American Government and Citizenship

u This course comprehensively covers topics including citizenship, national, 

state, and local government, political parties, and the political system.  It 

involves an in-depth study of the three branches of government and how they 

are influenced and guided by interest groups and lobbyists.  The U.S. 

Constitution and Bill of Rights are also studied.  The relationship of 

government to the individual, the family, community, and the economy, as 

well as contemporary issues are explored.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.0



53183 - AP US Government and Politics

u This course is designed to give students a critical perspective on government 

and politics in the United States.  The course develops a knowledge base that 

will allow the student to further analyze current trends and special case 

studies relevant to the American political system.  

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that 

is offered each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in 

college credit or advanced placement.

u This course may be substituted for the tenth grade course requirement or 

taken as an additional elective.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



53200 - World Cultures

u World Cultures presents students with an introduction to anthropology and an 

in-depth look at six major culture areas: sub-Saharan Africa, the Indian sub-

continent, China, Japan, Russia, and the Middle East.  The culture areas are 

presented showing the effects of geography, history, politics, and economics 

on the development of culture, emphasizing understanding of, and 

appreciation for, differences and similarities.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.0



53286 - AP World History

u This course will develop greater understanding of the evolution of global 
process and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies.  
This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual 
knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature 
of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as 
well as comparisons among major societies.

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that 
is offered each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in 
college credit or advanced placement.

u This course may be substituted for the eleventh grade course requirement or 
taken as an additional elective.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



53289 - AP Human Geography

u This course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and 
processes that have shaped human use, alteration, and understanding of the 
Earth’s surface.  Students are presented with the curricular equivalent of an 
introductory college-level course in human and cultural geography.  The 
course allows students to become more engaged in contemporary global 
issues and develop more multicultural viewpoints.

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that 
is offered each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in 
college credit or advanced placement.

u This course may be substituted for the eleventh grade course requirement or 
taken as an additional elective.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



53786 - AP European History

u This course surveys European history from the fall of Rome to the present 
with particular emphasis from 1500 to the contemporary period.  An attempt 
is made to blend cultural, economic, political, and social history.  Procedures 
include resource readings, research papers, and essay writing.

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that 
is offered each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in 
college credit or advanced placement.

u This course is also available for the University of Pittsburgh “College in the 
High School” program.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



53586 - AP Psychology

u This course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the 
behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students 
are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated 
with each of the major subfields within psychology.  They also learn about the 
methods psychologists use in their science and practice.

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that 
is offered each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in 
college credit or advanced placement.

u This course is also available for the University of Pittsburgh “College in the 
High School” program.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



53506 - Psychology

u This course examines the complex nature of human behavior.  Major areas of 

concentration include: history and methods of study, the brain and its 

functions, motivations, emotion, learning, states of consciousness, 

development and the causes and treatment of abnormal behavior.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.0



53476 - History of Western Civilization

u This course explores the history of European civilization from 1600 to Modern 
Times.  It includes a review of the rise of feudalism, medieval town life and 
the Renaissance.  Emphasis is given to the Age of Discovery, Democratic 
Revolutions in World War I, the rise of communism and dictators, World War II 
and Europe today.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.04



53306 - Multi-Cultural History/Sociology

u As indicated by the course name, this class combines two major topics.  Multi-
Cultural History traces the history of minority groups in the United States, 
emphasizing their contributions and experiences, and encouraging an 
appreciation for the diversity in America.  Sociology is designed to provide a 
greater understanding of people’s relationships and their places in society.  
Themes for this topic include the development of personality traits, 
interaction between people, social movements, and crime and deviance.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.0



53606 - Economics

u This course gives students a thorough understanding of the principles of 

economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers and 

economic systems as a whole, both consumers and producers.  It places 

primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets, and 

includes the study of factor markets.  The course would also examine the role 

of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy.  It 

places emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, and 

develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, 

economic growth, and international economics.

u This course may count as a fourth math credit for Seniors.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.04



53686 - AP Economics (Micro- and Macro-)

u The AP Macroeconomics course will give students a thorough understanding of the 

principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  Such a course 

places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price-level 

determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance 

measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and 

international economics.

u The AP Microeconomics course will give students a thorough understanding of the 

principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both 

consumers and producers, within the economic system.  It places primary emphasis on 

the nature and functions of product markets, and includes the study of factor markets 

and of the role of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the 

economy.

u Students who complete this course are encouraged to take the AP exam that is offered 

each spring.  Satisfactory scores on the AP exam may result in college credit or 

advanced placement.

u This course may count as a fourth math credit for Seniors.

Home

1.0 Credit 30 Cycles 6 Periods WT 1.08



TBD - African-American Studies

u This course is currently under development and may be offered in the next 

year.  The curriculum has been designed to offer a comprehensive overview of 

African American history and culture.

Home


